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Art. XL VII.—Annales des Maladies de l’Oreille et du Larynx (Otosc.opie, 

Larymjoscopie, Rhinoscopie). Fondees et publics .par MM. Ladrkit de 

Lacharriere, Isambert, Krishaber. Tome I., No. 1. Mars, 1875. Paris. 

The editors of this new journal have been unusually fortunate in being able 
to secure, as a corps of co-labourers, men who, like themselves, are already 
fully identified with the special departments in medicine to which this periodi¬ 
cal is to be exclusively devoted. The names of Bonnafont, Fournier, Cusco, 
Levi, Demarquay, Beclard, Saint-Germain, and Duplay, are in themselves a 
sufficient guarantee of the authoritative position this journal is bound to 
attain. Of the editors themselves, Isambert has long been one of the most 
successful Parisian laryngoscopists; and Ivrishaber’s able contributions on the 
same subject have won for him a world-wide reputation. s 

The Annales open with a lengthy introduction, a quasi apology for its 
creation being made by dwelling upon the fact that the time for universal 
savants has gone by; that in medicine, as everywhere else, the division of 
labour has become a necessity. Unanswerable as this line of argument is, yet 
the possibility of such a journal holding its own, if not the very raison d’Ure, 
lies in the fact that the introduction of the concave mirror into aural surgery 
has rescued it from the hands of charlatans, and elevated laryngoscopy into a 
scientific! specialty. Otology has long boasted of its own periodical journals, 
but beyond Schrotter’s Jahresbericht der Klinil: fur Larymjoscopie there 
exists no special journal upon the diseases of the throat. The advantages of 
combiuing the study of these two closely allied specialties are so apparent and 
numerous as to require no further commendation. 

The articles contained in this number are— 
1. Classification of the maladies of the Larynx and Pharynx, by Isambert. 

Quite ingenious, but adds little to our knowledge of the pathological condi¬ 
tions. ' 

2. M. Saint-Germain upon Amygdalotomy. This promises to be a very in¬ 
teresting and exhaustive article. In the present number a complete historical 
account of the different operations, as practised from the earliest times to the 
present day, is given. 

3. Mtmifere’s Disease, and Vertigo in the Affections of the Bar, by Ladreit de 
Lacharrifere. Two views are held as to the seat of this disease, one that it is 
characterized by lesions of the labyrinth, and nearly always followed by deaf¬ 
ness ; the other admits of the lesion being also in the middle ear, and even out¬ 
side of the tympanum. The first view is the one most generally accepted ; the 
author also adopts it, stating that it is an easy matter to discriminate those 
affections of the middle which are attended with deafness, subjective noises, 
and vertigo from true Meniere’s disease. Vertigo and roaring are the most 
characteristic symptoms of the disease; deafness, however, is never absent, 
and, after all the other morbid phenomena have disappeared, more or less 
complete deafness generally persists. Often there is a brusque and sudden 
onset; at other times, on the contrary, it advances in a very insidious manner, 
but even then attacks occur in which the vertigo and other symptoms are 
greatly aggravated. 

The lesions in the labyrinth may be hemorrhagic, inflammatory, or syphilitic 
in their origin. When the malady assumes an apoplectic form, local extrac¬ 
tions of blood, employed with derivatives, are claimed by the author to render 
veritable services. In the labyrinthal inflammations, antiphlogistics are 
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vaunted ; the iodides, etc. for the syphilitic affections. The author says that the 
deafness may often be ameliorated. This statement needs confirmatory obser¬ 
vation, and tends rather to weaken his assertion that the inner ear is inva¬ 

riably implicated. Voury and others state that the deafness is incurable. 
Krishaber contributes an article upon Rhinoscopy. So far he only con¬ 

siders the methods of examining the naso-pharyngeal cavity. This part of the 

subject, if not hackneyed, has at least been written upon before. L6on Labbti 

gives a very interesting history of the removal of a large fibro-mueous polyp 
from the naso-pharyngeal region by the aid of the galvano-cautery. Laryn- 
gopathies of the primary phases of syphilis form a very interesting series of 

cases recorded by Krishaber and Mauriac. Lfivi writes on Parasitic Otitis. 

He gets rid of the troublesome Aspergillus by simply pencilling the external 
auditory canal with nitrate of silver, which is immediately neutralized with 

chloride of sodium. A review of the most recent literature concludes this 
very able number, which, we trust, may prove to be the first of a long and 

successful series. R. M. B. 

Art. XLVIII.—Anatomy of the Invertebrata. By C. W. V. Sieboi.d. Trans¬ 

lated from the German, with additions and notes by Waldo I. Burnett, 

M.D. Boston: James Campbell, 1874. 

This well-known volume is here presented iu a new dress, but differs in no 

other way from the original sheets of 1854. The progress of the science since 

that time would have required extensive changes to be made in every depart¬ 

ment. As it is, the book is well worth possessing, indeed to the special student 

it is indispensable; for in no other work of the kind is there so complete a 

bibliographical record. It cannot, however, present a just claim upon the 
time of the beginner. H. A. 

Art. XLIX.— The Legitimate Influence of Epilepsy upon Criminal Respon¬ 

sibility. By Meredith Oi.ymer, M.D. (Univ. Penn.), President of the New 

York Society of Neurology and Electrology, etc. etc. 8vo. pp. 25. New 
York, 1874. 

This pamphlet on Epilepsy and Responsibility contains generally sound 

doctrine and well-selected illustrative cases. A few of these are new, but 

most of them have been before published. 
The truths here stated and illustrated are of immense importance. It is 

especially needful that the legal profession should be acquainted with them. 

For this reason we are glad that Dr. Clymer has made this address before a 
medico-legal society, though it contains nothing especially original in doctrine. 

B. L. R. 


